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Society of Settlement Planners to Advocate

Rights of Injury Victims in Claim Resolution 
(2001-3) — A new organization, the Society of Settlement Planners (SSP), has been formed to assist injury victims, claimants and attorneys in resolving their legal financial claims. The group advocates the right of the injury victim to choose settlement planning advisors and financial and guarantee providers.

A professional member category consists of individual brokers who devote the majority of their work effort as structured settlement brokers at the invitation of and with a pledged duty of loyalty to claimants. In joining SSP, they pledge that they will not participate in any way—directly or indirectly—in rebates, kickbacks, registration fees, finders fees or payment in any form made to a defendant, insurer, in-house agency of a defendant or insurer, defense attorney or claimant’s attorney.

Most founding members are concurrently members of the National Structured Settlements Trade Association 

(NSSTA) and likely will remain members of that group. SSP’s long-range plans include an accreditation program with emphasis on providing a full range of financial services to injury victims, survivors in wrongful death cases, and their attorneys. 

The goal is to distinguish the SSP broker as a plaintiff’s advocate, apart from the majority of brokers in the structured settlement industry who align themselves generally with liability insurance companies in the claims negotiation process.

SSP is also open to employees of life insurance companies and other entities that offer annuities and other financial products and services. It also welcomes professionals in other fields, such as plaintiff attorneys, tax attorneys, probate attorneys, certified public accountants, certified estate planners such as CFP and ChFC, and university academics. ■
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