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Pennsylvania Requires Offer to Remain Open for 90 Days 

(2002-3) — Pennsylvania amended its Rules of Civil Procedure, Pa. Rule of Civ. Proc. 238, on August 10, 2002, to require that all written offers of settlement intended to stop the clock in calculating damages for delay in bodily injury, death or property damage cases must be left open for at least 90 days or until commencement of trial. 

If the offer is a structured settlement, the cost of the periodic payments must be disclosed, along with the identity of the annuity underwriter, which must be a “financially responsible entity.” The rule recognizes that market fluctuation over the 90-day period may cause the terms of the payments to vary, but specifies that the intended cost of the annuity must remain the same. The benefit payments would be recalculated at the time of acceptance. ■  
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