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Massachusetts Can Intercept Structures for Child Support
(2002-3) — The Massachusetts Department of Revenue (DOR) published a regulation on August 16, 2002, to help it identify insurance payments on which there are child support liens, to aid the agency in intercepting such payments to satisfy the liens in full or in part. This includes structured settlement payments.
The rule requires the insurance company making the payment to identify, by providing a quarterly list to DOR, each claimant age 13 or over or an estate, by name and Social Security number, to receive a “non-recurring payment of $500 or more under a liability insurance policy or under the liability coverage portion of a multiperil policy or to the beneficiary under a life insurance contract. The rule, at 830 Code of Massachusetts Regulations (CMR) 175.24D.1.1, defines non-recurring payment to include “payment of a liability settlement or award under a structured settlement” and “payment to the issuer of an annuity by a liability insurer under a structured settlement of a liability claim.”
The rule exempts workers’ comp-ensation payments, saying they are subject to being intercepted by other means, and payments based on damage to or loss of real property. Both of these types of payments could be from a structure, but the rule appears to distinguish them. ■
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